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Methodology

Breakthrough Campaigns and GS Strategy Group conducted 

qualitative journals between April 16-21, 2026.

Interviews were conducted among 36 voters who:

• Do not vote in primaries but voted in the 2024 election.

This study is the fifth iteration in a larger qualitative longitudinal 

research project which has tracked the political views of the same 

voters, starting in the lead up to the 2024 presidential election with 

several follow-up interactions in the months over 2025.

• All 36 of these voters have participated in prior iterations of the 

project.

Voters that indicated that they were undecided about their vote choice 

leading up to the 2024 elections are labeled as “unknown” in this 

report, otherwise their 2024 vote choice of Kamala Harris or Donald 

Trump is indicated. 

As with all qualitative research, results are directional.

36

Journals

17

Harris voters

12

Trump voters

7

Undecided/

Third Party voters

9 

Northeast

8

Midwest

11

South

8

West

16

Men

20

Women

17

18-44

11

45-64

8

65+

24

White voters

12

POC voters
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Participants completed diary entries over the past year and a half

Election Day – November 5, 2024

Phase One
October 31, 2024 – November 4, 2024

38 voters

Experiences with voting, impact of politics on life and media consumption, and views on the 

current political landscape

Phase Two
November 13, 2024 – November 15, 2024

38 voters

Most important factors that influenced vote choice, impact of politics on life and media 

consumption, outlook going forward

Phase Four
September 3, 2025 – September 7, 2025

38 voters

Views on compromise, the two-party system, the second Trump administration, and views 

toward the upcoming midterms

Inauguration Day – January 20, 2025

Phase Three
February 17, 2025 – February 19, 2025

35 voters

Finding common ground as Americans, impact of politics on life and media consumption, 

views of the second Trump administration, outlook going forward

Phase Five
April 16, 2026 – April 21, 2026 

36 voters

Evaluating federal vs. state government, checks and balances, and America 250
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Key Findings
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Changes In Voters’ Views: October 2024 – April 2026 

• Harris voters were incredibly anxious about Trump’s 

candidacy and early months in office.

• Trump voters were generally happy and excited about 

his reelection and enthusiastic about his agenda. 

• Democrats’ disapproval of Trump became more 

entrenched, and they struggled to find anything 

positive to say about his second term.

• Republicans’ optimism was becoming more muted. 

They’d expected Trump’s would bring financial stability 

but were still struggling with affordability. 

• Trump voters believed he would fix the economy — 

and some Harris voters acknowledged Trump’s 

economic stewardship was the “only bright spot” of a 

Trump administration. 

• By this point, the economy has been a letdown for 

Trump and non-Trump voters alike. Uncertainty born 

from tariffs, persistent inflation, mass lay-offs, slow job 

growth, and cuts to benefits to help make ends meet.

• The Southern border and immigration policy were a 

key priority and focus of voters across the aisle. 

• Non-Harris voters saw the “chaos” at the southern 

border and Democrats “amnesty” policies as 

disqualifying Democrats

• But many Harris voters conceded that the Democrats’ 

immigration approach had been a failure. 

• The intensity with which the Trump administration 

went after immigrants with and without status raised 

concern among voters, including Democrats and 

Independents.

• The Trump administration’s immigration approach was 

starting to make some Republicans – who had agreed 

with his immigration platform in 2024 – uncomfortable.  

Phases 1-3 (October-November 

2024, February 2025)

Trump 

Economy

Immigration

Phase 4 (September 2025)

• No one, including Trump voters, say they are “happy” 

or “proud” with the state of the country. 

• Democrats’ opposition to Trump is predictable, but 

even some Trump voters said they were 

“disappointed” and “frustrated” when describing the 

how things were going in the US, citing the economy 

and the war in Iran.

• Voters across the political spectrum are alarmed at the 

ongoing affordability crisis. Voters see war with Iran as 

a destabilizing force – both driving up gas prices and 

diverting attention from domestic economic concerns.

• Trump voters said they were “disappointed” and 

“frustrated” by Trump’s handling of the economy today. 

• While most Trump voters were pleased with the 

progress his administration has made in slowing illegal 

crossings on the southern border, some expressed 

concern about actions taken by ICE during raids in 

Minneapolis and elsewhere.

• As the nation grapples with other domestic and foreign 

policy issues – immigration’s salience has lessened. 

Phases 5 (April 2026)



6

The America 250 Mindset: For Love of Country – Despite Its Government  

A seminal moment in the country’s history is met with cynicism and a hope for something better for its future 

Frustration with today’s politics makes it harder to 

celebrate the history that got us here. 

Some voters’ pride in the anniversary is dulled by a 

broader pessimism about today’s political climate and 

pain points from the economic landscape.

Our Founding Fathers, ourselves. 

Voters believe the Founding Fathers would marvel at the 

country’s power. But what frustrates voters in 2026 

echoes what frustrated the Founding Fathers in 1776: 

government overreach, excessive taxation, an unchecked 

executive, and threats to individual rights. 

The system of checks and balances is broken. 

Voters see an unchecked executive and a supine 

Congress. Views on the courts are split between effective 

guardrail and partisan extension of presidential power.

Hope for the future, if not in the present.  

If 2026 has left voters wanting more, they continue to 

aspire that the America Project has more to give. What’s 

more, there’s a real sense that to get there, the country 

needs to find common ground and move out of an era of 

deep division – and that might best start at the state level.
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The State of the Union
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Frustration mounts as the perceived neglect of core domestic priorities, especially the economy 

and affordability, entrenches larger negativity among voters across the political spectrum 
Current voter mood

S5Q1. Which TWO of the following best describe your feelings about how things are going in the US right now? Why did you choose those two words to 

describe how you are feeling? If none of those words describe how you feel, which words would you choose? 

“The corruption. The grift. The hypocrisy. 

Sacrificing our collective future for a handful of 

individuals to profit now. Why wouldn't I be 

anxious and angry?”

– Female, 45-64, White, Midwest, <College, Harris 

voter, Democrat

“We can't wait out the high prices. We need to 

buy groceries and put gas in our cars. I don't 

have a job that I can work from home with and I 

need to drive. $100 of groceries was 3-4 bags now 

it's just 2, if that. [Trump] isn't capable of 

understanding what the working class is going 

through and sucking it up isn't going to help. I 

haven't needed a vegetable garden since my 

children were small, but now it looks like it's a 

necessity again.”

– Female, 45-64, White, Midwest, <College, Harris 

voter, Independent

Angry (10)
Anger is concentrated among Democrats 

and Independents, who have moved beyond 

frustration with the Trump administration.

“I am disappointed in the way President Trump 

portrays himself. I wish he was more professional 

in his speaking. I am hopeful that the war with 

Iran will soon cease.”

– Female, 45-64, White, South, <College, 

Undecided, Republican

“The whole Iranian conflict is an orchestrated 

distraction to what is failing here at home, our 

economy. Rising prices, unaffordable living are 

the issues we need to solve, not some other 

country's civil unrest.”

– Female, 18-44, White, Midwest, College+, Harris 

voter, Other

Disappointed (11)
Trump’s handling of domestic policy and his 

temperament in general drives 

disappointment

“I am horrified at how poorly Trump has been 

mishandling things. The economy is terrible. Now 

there is a war going on. What a mess!”

– Female, 18-44, White, Midwest, <College, Trump 

voter, Republican

“I am angry at how many terrible decisions have 

been made in the federal government. It especially 

gets me angry how many of these decisions have 

been completely unnecessary and could have 

been avoided. Of course, I am mostly talking 

about the war with Iran, but also things like the 

corruption there seems to be with people close to 

Trump with the financial markets and online 

gambling.”

– Male, 18-44, Latino, Northeast, College+, Trump 

voter, Independent

Frustrated (20)
Frustration has now become widespread 

across party lines as some Republicans feel 

Trump has lost sight of key domestic issues

“I am worried because things did not turn out as 

expected. This refers to the war with Iran, gas 

prices, increased inflation, the US economy 

issues and possible recession. I am also worried 

about healthcare related to children's vaccination 

discouraging and following epidemics as a result. I 

am very concerned that this would lead to the 

Democratic Party winning in the future.”

– Female, 65+, White, Northeast, College+, Trump 

voter, Independent

“I am very anxious/worried with the state of 

things, especially the war. I just paid $22 for 

coffee. I used to pay $12. Beef is now a luxury. As 

someone who is retired, on a fixed income, and 

unable to work this is a worrisome situation.”

– Female, 65+, Latino, Northeast, <College, Harris 

voter, Democrat

Anxious/Worried (17)
Financial instability underpins widespread 

anxiety and worry

+7 from September 2025 -3 from September 2025 +2 from September 2025+2 from September 2025

Notably, no one selected “happy” or “proud” and those who selected “hopeful” said what they were hopeful for was a new direction
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Tracking Case Study: Republicans are starting to sour on Trump
Changing Views of Republicans

S4Q1/S5Q1. Which TWO of the following best describe your feelings about how things are going in the US right now, particularly the political climate after Election 

Day? Why did you choose those two words to describe how you are feeling? If none of those words describe how you feel, which words would you choose? 

“Really disappointed that our president isn't focusing much on the 

domestic situation with inflation and costs out of control!”

– Female, 65+, White, South, College+, Trump voter, Republican

“I am thrilled with common sense returning to the USA! Every 

day, Pres Trump is doing something great to return this 

country to normal again.”

– Female, 65+, White, South, College+, Trump voter, Republican

“Overall, I think the country is in a better state than it was 

prior to Election Day.”

– Male, 18-44, White, Northeast, College+, Trump voter, 

Republican

“I am disappointed by some of the actions the president is taking. I don't 

agree with us going to war with Iran and protecting foreign interests. I'm 

also disappointed with the immigration enforcement and the targeting of 

working families, as opposed to aggressively targeting gang members and 

criminals.”

– Male, 18-44, White, Northeast, College+, Trump voter, Republican

“I am frustrated that not enough change is happening fast enough, and I 

am worried that we are running out of time to get them done.”

– Male, 45-64, White, West, College+, Trump voter, Republican

“I believe we have turned the corner to bring back this country in 

the right direction. We have stabilized the economy and are 

about to see it take off and we have tackled immigration and 

crime.”

– Male, 45-64, White, West, College+, Trump voter, Republican

SEPTEMBER 2025

Republicans are upbeat about the country’s new direction and optimistic the momentum 

will continue.

Now, they’re increasingly frustrated by what they see as misplaced priorities and 

inefficiency in the Trump administration. 

April 2026

Happy & 

Hopeful

Happy & 

Hopeful

Proud & 

Hopeful

Frustrated & 

Disappointed

Frustrated & 

Disappointed

Frustrated & 

Anxious or 

Worried
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What are two or three news stories from last year about 

things going on in America that have stuck with you? 
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 ► Iran War

Epstein Files

ICE Raids / Immigration Enforcement

Charlie Kirk Assassination

Tariffs/ Economic Impact

Government Shutdown 

Misc. – Big Beautiful Bill, Trump Assassination

An overwhelmingly negative media environment amplifies voters’ already souring mood
Biggest news stories

S5Q2. What are two or three news stories from last year about things going on in America that have stuck with you? Are there any recent stories from last year you think 

deserved more attention than they have received?

• Conflicts: Driven by the Iran war but reinforced by domestic flashpoints and high-profile political violence (Charlie Kirk, ICE in Minnesota) across parties.

• Epstein Files: Voters say the Epstein files are under-covered by the media —but split on whether that reflects a cover-up or  incompetence. 

“I think a big selling point was on [the 2024 elections] was how our economy was going to be so 

great. After engaging with Iran, it has become a mess. I do think the whole Iran situation and the 

possible war with Cuba is also a very concerning topic.”

– Male, 18-44, White, Midwest, College+, Undecided, Independent

“There was a story I read about Trump wanting to completely do away with Iran. I was shocked and 

disgusted at his disregard for human life.”

– Female, 18-44, White, Midwest, <College, Trump voter, Republican

“The whole Epstein story has stuck with me as well. I am shocked that they just keep trying to 

brush it under the rug, when it is so obvious that many powerful men were involved.”

– Female, 45-64, White, West, College+, Harris voter, Democrat

“The biggest stories that have stuck with me are the two American citizens that were shot and killed 

in Minneapolis as well as Liam Ramos, who was a five-year-old detained by ICE. To see the 

images of that is just disgusting. I think right now with the war in Iran, we are forgetting about what's 

being done in the immigration system.”

– Female, 18-44, Latino, South, <College, Harris voter, Democrat
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Voters give the federal government poor marks, especially on cost of living, and they see foreign 

policy as a distraction from affordability concerns
Grading the federal government

S5Q3. If you had to give the federal government a report card, where would you give it the highest marks? What is it doing well? Where would you give the federal 

government the lowest marks? What is it doing badly?

Respondents largely expressed negativity towards the actions of the federal government:– “The only thing that is keeping it from being a D or an F is the fact 

of the resiliency of some of the federal workers that are doing the jobs of three employees.” – Male, 18-44, White, Midwest, College+, Undecided, Independent

If you had to give the federal government a report 

card, where would you give it the highest marks
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Military Strength and Posture – broadest support 

across partisan lines
B

Immigration/Border Security – intense approval 

from Republicans, low marks from Democrats
C

Government Efficiency/Accountability C-

Social Programs and Healthcare D

Leadership and Professionalism D

Foreign Policy – bipartisan complaints about 

distractions from domestic issues
D-

The Economy/Cost of Living – very few 

expressed some positivity with the stock market
D-

"I would give the highest marks to our military enforcement. The accomplishments of our 

military forces are amazing.”

– Female, 45-64, White, South, <College, Undecided, Republican

"I would give a high mark specifically on border security. If I had to guess, there probably is net 

negative migration right now, and it is probably tough to get into the country.“

– Female, 18-44, White, Midwest, <College, Trump voter, Republican

"I like that fraud is being exposed and stopped. For example, the fraudulent hospices and 

childcare being stopped in Minnesota and California.”

– Female, 65+, White, South, College+, Trump voter, Republican

"The cost and accessibility of healthcare, the seemingly unregulated pricing. I will, for me, 

give the lowest marks to healthcare.”

– Female, 18-44, Latino, South, <College, Harris voter, Democrat

"I feel that the president works hard on issues that appeal to him. I would have given him an ‘A’ 

except I don’t care for the way he goes about trying to achieve what he wants. The way he 

addresses others around him is disturbing and discouraging. He can be downright nasty at times.”

– Male, 45-64, White, West, <College, Trump voter, Independent

“I would give the government the lowest marks in economic areas. The price of gasoline, utilities 

and insurance — health, house and auto — are still quite high.”

– Female, 65+, White, South, College+, Trump voter, Republican
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Voters view state governments more favorably than the federal government—and the states are a 

more viable arena to build unity than in Congress 
Grading state governments

S5Q4. If you had to give your state government a report card, where would you give it the highest marks? What is it doing well? Where would you give your state 

government the lowest marks? What is it doing badly? 

Still, many voters see uneven performance by their state government across core issues

If you had to give your state government a report 

card, where would you give it the highest marks? 
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Healthcare and Social Programs– soft approval B

Education– Mixed reviews, most negativity coming 

from funding disputes
C

Civil and Reproductive Rights C-

Resistance to the Federal Government C-

Cost of Living and Taxation C-

Housing Affordability D

“Our state government would get the highest marks on social programs. They are trying to keep 

SNAP and Medicaid for Kansans.”

– Female, 18-44, White, Midwest, <College, Trump voter, Republican

“My state is choosing to fund private education rather than public schools and hasn't given 

schools more new money in years.”

– Female, 18-44, White, Midwest, College+, Harris voter, Independent

“New York is slightly better than the US government. Again, personal costs keep climbing 

without peak in sight. NY is attempting to support local business and help individuals keep 

expenses down by not giving into government policies.”

– Male, 65+, White, Northeast, <College, Harris voter, Democrat

“Lowest would be with housing cost. It is not being made more affordable for people who are 

looking to buy or rent.”

– Female, 45-64, White, South, <College, Trump voter, Republican
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Voters want the government to help them from having to figure out how to make ends meet 
What voters want from government

S5Q5. What should the federal government be doing to make life better for people like you that it is not doing today? What policies should it focus on? 

What issues should it address? | S5Q6. What should your state government be doing to make life better for people like you that it is not doing today? What 

policies should it focus on? What issues should it address? 

The most common asks of both federal and state government were related to economic issues, but quality and access to healthcare and education were also named

Lower Cost of Living & Address 

Inflation

“[The federal government] should focus on funding 

education, providing healthcare, and making sure 

kids don't go hungry." 

– Female, 18-44, White, Midwest, College+, Harris 

voter, Independent 

“I like education to stay in communities and hate to 

see school consolidations and kids travelling further 

and further to get to school. Bring back the 

neighborhood learning where teachers knew the 

students and their families.”

– Female, 65+, White, Midwest, <College, Harris 

voter, Republican

“Helping this country just become affordable, 

whether it be helping people buy homes, helping 

people be able to afford their day-to-day lives. And  

just getting rid of so much corporate greed.”

– Female, 18-44, Latino, South, <College, Harris 

voter, Democrat

“Housing affordability is the number one issue 

that the state should be focused on. People are 

being priced out of the neighborhoods they live and 

work in. This is the first step towards fixing a 

multitude of intersectional issues.”

– Male, 18-44, Black, Northeast, <College, Harris 

voter, Democrat

Improve Access to Affordable 

Healthcare 

“I think the federal government needs to pass 

universal health care at this point. I don't want to 

hear politicians say there isn't money for it, when 

we always seem to have money for war.“

– Male, 18-44, Latino, Northeast, College+, Trump 

voter, Independent

“My state government should be focusing on 

offering affordable healthcare, particularly access 

to affordable preventive care.”

– Female, 18-44, White, West, <College, Trump 

voter, Republican

Expand Education Funding

Voters distinguish clearly between state and federal roles—expecting sweeping, systemic change from Washington and more modest, targeted reforms from states.

Reduced Waste

“A new policy I would like to see implemented is 

that every dollar spent by the government is 

traced and evaluated on how much of it is actually 

received by the people it is intended to help.”

– Male, 45-64, White, West, College+, Trump voter, 

Republican
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America at 250 
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Views on America’s 250th anniversary are polarized: Democrats and Independents are 

unenthusiastic, while Republicans are somewhat more energized by the moment’s patriotism 
Feelings about America 250

“What is troubling me is the president feeling the need to put his name 

and stamp on everything relating to this anniversary, as if it's his 

accomplishment we've reached it.“

– Male, 65+, White, Northeast, <College, Harris voter, Democrat

“To be where we are now and feel like instead of progressing, we're going 

backwards is just sad. We've had 250 years to be better and instead of 

continuing to improve, we are just digressing.”

– Female, 18-44, Latino, South, <College, Harris voter, Democrat

ANGER AND DISAPPOINTMENT: Democrats and Independents are 

angered by Trump politicizing America 250—saying it centers him 

and erodes democratic norms, leaving little to celebrate.

EXCITEMENT: Republicans and older voters express more pride and 

enthusiasm—especially those with military ties—often noting how 

young the U.S. is compared to other nations.

INDIFFERENCE: Younger voters and Democrats didn’t find the 

anniversary personally meaningful. They connected their 

despondence to their feelings about the current political climate.

“I have heard a little about this anniversary. It's not meaningful to me at 

all. I don't feel negative or positive about it. It's just another day in 

history for the books.”

– Female, 65+, Black, South, <College, Harris voter, Democrat

“I am proud that we have survived long enough to be 250 years old, but I 

don't see all the hoopla about it. It just seems like another excuse to 

celebrate something.”

– Male, 45-64, White, West, <College, Trump voter, Independent

“Not meaningful at all. They don't deserve it and need to work on the 

USA better. Usually negative and not something to celebrate.”

– Male, 18-44, Latino, Northeast, <College, Trump voter, Republican

“It does remind me of what a young country we actually are. That it has 

only been 250 years and that during that time America went from a 

colony to a world superpower is pretty remarkable, and that the vast 

majority of the population that lives here immigrated here. The anniversary 

makes me feel positively that America has been able to overcome so 

many challenges.”

– Female, 18-44, White, West, <College, Trump voter, Republican

“I think it's a pretty incredible anniversary and it is something to be 

proud of! A ton of people have died for us to be where we're at and it 

brings up happy and sad emotions all the same time, but we are 

extremely lucky to live where we live.”

– Male, 18-44, White, Midwest, College+, Undecided, Independent

“Our family is quite patriotic. We are proud Americans with many of our 

family members having served in the military, I am hoping that this 

celebration pulls us together as a nation so we can find some common 

ground with our neighbors to celebrate our nation's birth.”

– Female, 65+, White, South, College+, Trump voter, Republican

S5Q7. As you may know, this year the United States is marking its 250th anniversary. When you hear “America at 250 years,” what emotions come up for you? a. 

Does this milestone feel like a meaningful moment for you personally? Why or why not? Does this anniversary make you feel positively or negatively?

VERY NEGATIVE MORE POSITIVENEUTRAL

A PAINFUL REMINDER: Some Black and Latino/a participants see 

the milestone as either meaningless or a painful reminder of a history 

marked by racial injustice and slavery.

“This milestone doesn't really resonate with me personally. I honestly feel 

annoyed and defeated. At the founding of this country my ancestors 

were considered property, and now 250 years later, a lot of the same 

systemic racism is still embedded in the fabric of this country.“

– Male, 18-44, Black, Northeast, <College, Harris voter, Democrat
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In the country’s history, gains in equality and power have come at the loss of community unity 

and institutional trust
What has been gained and lost since 1776

S5Q8. In your view, how have America’s values changed over the past 250 years? Are there values you think the country has gained over time? Are there values you think 

the country has lost over time? What were the original values set out by the Founding Fathers? Has the country stuck to these original values or moved away from them?

America has gained more equality, opportunity…

“The country certainly became an economic powerhouse and arguably the most powerful 

country in the world. I would say in a lot of Americans hard work is instilled in them from a young 

age.”

– Female, 18-44, White, Midwest, College+, Undecided, Democrat

“That it has only been 250 years and that during that time America went from a colony to a world 

superpower is pretty remarkable, and that the vast majority of the population that lives here 

immigrated here.”

– Female, 18-44, White, West, <College, Trump voter, Republican

…And global power

“The values that our country has gained over time is racial inclusion. I am so ashamed that some 

of our ancestors mistreated people due to their race. Giving women the right to vote was also a 

great thing that changed.”

– Female, 18-44, White, Midwest, <College, Trump voter, Republican

“There are many values that the country has gained, for example, equality between the genders 

and between race. That is a huge value that the country has really gained. I think for the most 

part, it is a democracy and it has very much stayed consistent since then. I think that's a huge win.”

– Female, 18-44, Latino, South, <College, Harris voter, Democrat

But it has lost unity, mutual respect, and morality… As well as trust in democracy, government, and other institutions 

“Americans (of all genders, races, and creeds) were previously more united. We've definitely lost 

that sense of 'togetherness'.”

– Male, 18-44, White, Northeast, College+, Trump voter, Republican

“We have lost a sense of community and helping your fellow man. We are so much more 

divided now and there are people who are trying to make us more divided through fear.”

– Male, 45-64, White, Northeast, College+, Harris voter, Democrat

“We have moved away from traditional values and adopted a progressive way of life. Our 

Founding Fathers had predominantly Christian values... Have we moved away from this traditional 

set of beliefs? Absolutely.”

– Female, 65+, White, South, College+, Trump voter, Republican

“The Founding Fathers encouraged a system of checks and balances and the environment for 

everyone to have an opportunity to be successful. In recent years, we have seen greed influence 

how policies/laws are determined and ratified.”

– Male, 45-64, Black, South, College+, Harris voter, Democrat

“The idea of limited government has slowly eroded and is headed in the wrong direction.”

– Male, 65+, White, South, <College, Harris voter, Independent

“They believed in no Kings. It doesn’t seem like the president believes in that. They believed 

in balance of power, and Congress right now is useless. They believed in the rule of law, and he 

manipulates it and ignores it if it gets in his way.”

– Male, 45-64, White, Northeast, College+, Harris voter, Democrat



17

Checks and Balances
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What frustrates voters today echoes 1776: government overreach, taxes, concentrated executive 

power, and threats to individual rights
How the Founding Fathers would view the country now

S5Q9. If the Founding Fathers could see the United States today, what do you think would stand out to them most? What do you think they would approve of? What do 

you think they would disapprove of? a. Would the Founding Fathers think America today has lived up to the vision they set out to create 250 years ago?

Voters said the Founding Fathers would be impressed by its innovation…

“I think our Founding Fathers would be really proud of how we have become the greatest empire in history. 

They would approve of how American exceptionalism is still alive.”

– Male, 18-44, Latino, Northeast, College+, Trump voter, Independent

“I think the Founding Fathers would be amazed by the size of the US today as well as the country's power and 

influence over the world.”

– Male, 18-44, White, Northeast, College+, Trump voter, Republican

“I think the Founding Fathers would be amazed at all the progress and how powerful this nation has 

become. I think America not only has lived up to their vision but has surpassed it.”

– Female, 65+, Latino, Northeast, <College, Harris voter, Democrat

…And superpower status

“I think they would approve of the growth as a nation, the opportunity for all in pursuing a better life, and the 

strides made in engineering, health and technology.”

– Female, 18-44, Black, Northeast, <College, Harris voter, Democrat

“The advancement in technology and automation. I think approval would be given for the programs 

designed to assist one another.”

– Female, 45-64, White, South, <College, Undecided, Republican

But shocked by the size of the government, especially the executive branch… …And surprised by the diversification in cultural, social, and religious thought 

“I think they were disappointed with our stance on foreign affairs and not focusing on us. I also think they'd be 

very disappointed on the way we tax our own citizens now and the spending that we use those taxes on.”

– Male, 18-44, White, Midwest, College+, Undecided, Independent

“The most blatant issue the Founding Fathers would have is the 'kingship' of our current modern presidency. 

The reduced power of Congress and courts has made one branch far more powerful than it should be. 

This is certainly not what folks who wanted to no longer be subjects of a king would want for the country they 

founded on democracy.”

– Male, 18-44, Black, Northeast, <College, Harris voter, Democrat

“I don't think they envisioned America as we see it today, very diverse in faith and culture.”

– Female, 18-44, White, Midwest, College+, Harris voter, Other

“The majority of our Founding Fathers were Christians. Traditional conservative values with a strong family 

unit centered around church was the established norm.”

– Female, 65+, White, South, College+, Trump voter, Republican

“On paper America was founded on the values of individual rights, equality for all and democratic policies. But 

in reality, the original Founding Fathers were only speaking of the rights and equality of land-owning 

white men. And it was only over time, through the ending of slavery and the various civil rights movements that 

these values began to take shape as inalienable American rights.”

– Female, 18-44, White, West, <College, Trump voter, Republican
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S5Q10. How well do you think the Founding Fathers' system of "checks and balances" is working today? Where is it working well? Is there any way you 

think it's not working well? Which branch do you feel is stronger — the courts, Congress, or the Presidency — or are they balanced?

“The president is the strongest because in one pocket he has Congress, in another he 

has the DOJ and FBI, and in a third pocket he has the Supreme Court ruling granting him 

immunity.”

– Male, 45-64, White, Northeast, College+, Harris voter, Democrat

“The executive branch is definitely the most powerful one. Our president started a war 

with Iran without any approval from Congress.”

– Male, 18-44, White, Northeast, College+, Trump voter, Republican

“The presidency feels way too strong and can change the outcome of billions of lives.”

– Male, 18-44, Latino, Northeast, <College, Trump voter, Republican

“Right now, it seems as though the president supersedes all entities.”

– Female, 65+, Black, South, <College, Harris voter, Democrat

The modern presidency is seen as overly powerful, with voters across parties believing its 

authority has steadily expanded since 1776
Checks and balances – the presidency

The presidency is seen as too powerful by Democrats and Republicans

“[The system of checks and balances] is not working too well today. We have given way too 

much power to the executive branch over the years. For example, George Bush creating 

the surveillance program on Americans post 9/11, Obama doing airstrikes on Libya 

without congressional approval, Trump's tariffs without Congress’s approval. We keep on 

allowing the executive branch to overreach their powers and creating bad 

precedents that future presidents could use.”

– Male, 18-44, Latino, Northeast, College+, Trump voter, Independent

“[Trump] needs to be checked by both the Congress and the courts and taught he cannot do 

anything he wants. I think most Americans do not agree with his actions and he takes the 

power by firing anyone that stands up to or questions him. Congress needs to work 

together to become stronger and not just an extension and tool of the executive 

branch.”

– Female, 65+, White, Midwest, <College, Harris voter, Republican

“Biden and Trump have used so many 'executive orders' that it makes me wonder 

why we even bother with Congress. We also have been at war for more than the past 

quarter century without an act of Congress declaring war. That's pretty wild.”

– Male, 18-44, White, West, <College, Undecided, Independent

Voters blame recent presidents from both parties for undermining the system of 

checks and balances
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S5Q10. How well do you think the Founding Fathers' system of "checks and balances" is working today? Where is it working well? Is there any way you 

think it's not working well? Which branch do you feel is stronger — the courts, Congress, or the Presidency — or are they balanced?

Congress and the courts are seen as supine – performative checks on the executive because of 

corruption, gridlock, and loyalty   
Checks and balances – Congress and the courts

“A major flaw is there is often congressional gridlock that causes for no bills to be passed and then party loyalty overrides compromise.”

– Male, 18-44, Latino, South, <College, Trump voter, Republican

“Between the insider trading and the lobbyists lining the pockets of these individuals, I think the Founding Fathers would be disgusted on the way we pass and move laws.”

– Male, 18-44, White, Midwest, College+, Undecided, Independent

“Congress is acting like children afraid of their parent [the executive branch]. It's as if all of a sudden our representatives gave the shrug emoji and decided they would no longer handle the responsibility 

of their stations.”

– Female, 18-44, Black, Northeast, <College, Harris voter, Democrat

“The war in Iran is technically illegal. The only people who can declare war are Congress, and it was totally over skipped. This is something that they could check the president on, and they just don’t 

because they don't want to go against him because they're afraid that they're not going to get reelected.”

– Female, 18-44, Latino, South, <College, Harris voter, Democrat

Voters were frustrated with corruption and congressional gridlock across the spectrum; Democrats thought it does too little to stop Trump

Some Republicans sometimes saw the courts as obstacles to Trump; Democrats said they have been an effective check sometimes, but they need to be doing more to stop him

“Judges appointed by Obama and Biden are striking down EOs by President Trump. The rulings are ridiculous.”

– Female, 65+, White, South, College+, Trump voter, Republican

“The courts have tried to provide checks, but due to the timeframe of bringing a court case, that delayed check is not very powerful.”

– Female, 45-64, White, Midwest, <College, Harris voter, Democrat

“It feels like the courts and the president are best friends. Even when he is blocked in the courts, he still does what he wants and the courts don't do anything, as was the case with Kilmar Abrego Garcia.”

– Male, 18-44, Latino, South, College+, Undecided, Democrat

“The courts are packed with sycophants and are ignored by this administration if they feel otherwise. The whole system is out of order.”

– Male, 18-44, Black, Northeast, <College, Harris voter, Democrat
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S5Q11. What would the Founding Fathers think of President Donald Trump? Would they approve or disapprove of how he is leading the country on its 

250th anniversary? What qualities about President Trump would they like or might think would make him a good president? What qualities about President 

Trump would they dislike or might think would make him a bad president?

“I think they would love him as he stands for less government oversight and more power with the people to govern themselves. He is America first; he is a capitalist.”

– Male, 45-64, White, West, College+, Trump voter, Republican

“They would be in complete agreement with President Donald Trump. He stands for God, prayer, freedom and defending the rights of this nation and keeping us secure and 

protected from foreign enemies.”

– Female, 45-64, White, South, <College, Trump voter, Republican

“They might like his courage and thick skin. He is not afraid of being disliked and making unpopular decisions. In theory, this could be good if tough decisions need to be made.”

– Male, 18-44, Latino, Northeast, College+, Trump voter, Independent

“I think that they would agree with the way that he is a no BS kind of person and hopefully will let nobody walk on us.”

– Male, 45-64, White, West, <College, Trump voter, Independent

The Founding Fathers would support the Right’s “America First” worldview…
Founding Fathers’ views on Trump

Republicans and some Independents think the Founding Fathers would approve of Trump’s America First approach 
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S5Q11. What would the Founding Fathers think of President Donald Trump? Would they approve or disapprove of how he is leading the country on its 

250th anniversary? What qualities about President Trump would they like or might think would make him a good president? What qualities about President 

Trump would they dislike or might think would make him a bad president?

…But they’d also support the Left’s “No Kings” protests 

“We are in 2026 and we are having a president who walks 

around like he is Genghis Khan.”

– Female, 45-64, White, Midwest, <College, Harris voter, 

Independent

“They absolutely would not approve of Donald Trump. He is 

becoming exactly what the Founders were trying to avoid at all 

costs. He only uses the constitution when it favors his own 

opinions and he ignores it when it doesn't serve his 

purposes.”

– Female, 45-64, White, West, College+, Harris voter, Democrat

“They would not like how President Trump seems to be like a 

king instead of an elected president. There are not many 

qualities about him that they would like, especially how he 

exaggerates and bends the truth frequently.”

– Female, 18-44, White, Midwest, College+, Harris voter, 

Independent

“The one thing about President Trump that our Founding Fathers 

probably would not like is his tendency to call people derogatory 

names on social media and in the media. His crass name-calling 

is beneath that of the dignity and honor of the presidency… 

He is a New Yorker.”

– Female, 65+, White, South, College+, Trump voter, Republican

“They would also criticize his language and insults of other 

countries' leaders. Trying to name everything after him would not 

sound right either.”

– Female, 65+, White, Northeast, College+, Trump voter, 

Independent

“I think they would dislike how divisive he is and even his age. Our 

Founding Fathers were relatively young, and they would 

probably think he is too old to be leading the country. They 

would probably dislike his ego, since this has led to him thinking 

he knows best and not listening to advisors.”

– Male, 18-44, Latino, Northeast, College+, Trump voter, 

Independent

“He is all about himself and his ego. Only concern is his family 

making money. He does what he wants when he wants. 

Promotes himself and family to make money. Manipulates 

anything for himself to get ahead. Lies and cover ups to get what 

he wants.”

– Male, 45-64, Latino, West, <College, Undecided, Democrat

“There really isn't a good thing that he is doing for the mass 

populace. Most 'good' policies are for a specific religious 

subsect, donors, or wealthy individuals. The economy is bad, 

we are in meaningless wars, and citizens are being hunted in the 

streets.”

– Male, 18-44, Black, Northeast, <College, Harris voter, Democrat

“Instead of focusing on making our nation better he is focused on 

making his pockets fatter by getting in bed with our enemies 

for personal gain. Is this not treason?”

– Female, 18-44, Black, Northeast, <College, Harris voter, 

Democrat

NO KINGS

There was broad consensus among all voters that the Founders would find Trump’s conduct embarrassing. Democrats, in particular, say his “king-like” style would be disqualifying.
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S5Q13. What about the Supreme Court? Would the Founding Fathers approve or disapprove of how it is leading the country? Please explain why you feel 

that way.

“I think that they would disapprove of the Supreme Court, because members now make 

decisions based on political views rather than being absolute constitutionalists.”

– Male, 45-64, White, West, College+, Trump voter, Republican

“The Supreme Court was intended to be comprised of unbiased individuals that used the Constitution 

to follow the laws. Their interpretation of the document is paramount to our country's philosophy. 

However, when judges are appointed to the court by someone who holds them to a different 

standard, they feel compelled to be loyal to that person, and things break down significantly.”

– Female, 45-64, White, West, College+, Harris voter, Democrat

“I think they would not agree with how much the executive branch influences the decisions 

that are rendered from the courts.”

– Male, 45-64, Black, South, College+, Harris voter, Democrat

“They would disapprove. Specifically, the decision to give corporations the same rights as 

individuals would definitely go against the Founding Fathers' values of individual rights.”

– Female, 18-44, White, West, <College, Trump voter, Republican

”I think the Founding Fathers would be horrified by the corruption of several members of the 

Supreme Court. To take bribes from billionaires who have business before the court should 

disqualify justices immediately.”

– Female, 45-64, White, Midwest, <College, Harris voter, Democrat

Criticism of SCOTUS mirrors other branches—seen as partisan and politicized—yet some still 

view it as the last effective check within a strained system
Founding Fathers’ views on Supreme Court

Too Partisan

“If I had to guess, they would approve because they are currently the only ones really limiting the 

power of the presidency whenever they believe it's right to do so. For example, they stopped Trump 

from doing his tariffs.”

– Male, 18-44, Latino, Northeast, College+, Trump voter, Independent

“That might be the one branch they might have some slight amount of approval for. I think on 

average the Supreme Court seems to be the most level-headed, thoughtful, and interested in 

following the Constitution.”

– Male, 18-44, White, West, <College, Undecided, Independent

“I think approval for the Supreme Court would be granted simply for [political] diversity.”

– Female, 45-64, White, South, <College, Undecided, Republican

Limited Checks on Other Branches

Voters across the political spectrum said Justices are too political and beholden to the 

presidents who appointed them to the bench…

…But some, mostly Independents, thought this branch functions better than others 

because it has sometimes pushed back on Trump
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S5Q12. What would the Founding Fathers think of Congress? Would they approve or disapprove of how it is leading the country? Please explain why you 

feel that way.

While voters see some redeeming qualities in the executive and courts, Congress is broadly 

viewed as weak and ineffective—signaling demand for stronger leadership in the midterms
Founding Fathers’ views on Congress

“They would be disgusted with constant gridlock and 

partisanship that causes few bills to be passed due to their 

inefficiency.”

– Male, 18-44, Latino, South, <College, Trump voter, Republican

“No one is working together for the greater good of us all. 

Everything is too divided.”

– Female, 45-64, White, South, <College, Undecided, Republican

“I would like for there to be a lot more unity within our government, 

regardless of political affiliation. I don't care if you are a 

Republican or Democrat, you are a representative of United 

States citizens and you should do the best for your citizens.”

– Male, 45-64, White, West, <College, Trump voter, Independent

“They would not like the way Congress is handling things. They 

wouldn't like that Congress goes along with whatever Trump 

says and doesn't try to ensure things are being done fairly 

and legally.”

– Female, 18-44, White, West, College+, Harris voter, Democrat

“I think they would disapprove of the Congress not standing up 

for their own personal feelings or opinions for fear of losing 

funding or their jobs. Our Congress has to let us know how they 

truly feel and not what they think we want to hear.”

– Female, 65+, White, Midwest, <College, Harris voter, 

Republican

“I think they would be appalled at the complacency of our 

Congress. Even the opposing party seems to lack the resolve to 

enact any meaningful change or dissent. They are not serving 

their function in our democracy to represent the people's 

vision.”

– Male, 18-44, Black, Northeast, <College, Harris voter, Democrat

SPINELESS

“Congress tends to do what they are bribed or pressured into 

doing for the most part. They need to use their good judgment and 

values instead.”

– Female, 18-44, White, Midwest, <College, Trump voter, 

Republican

“It is also about making money for themselves.”

– Male, 45-64, Latino, West, <College, Undecided, Democrat

“Most congresspeople do not care about the people they 

represent. They care about their own power and wealth.”

– Female, 45-64, White, Midwest, <College, Harris voter, 

Democrat

CORRUPT TOO PARTISAN

Democrats thought Congress was cowardly because it 

does not stand up to Trump’s unconstitutional actions

Voters thought Congress has been corrupted by self-

interest and money

Voters across the aisle thought Congress was too mired 

in party politics to be a functional branch of government
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America at 300: Looking ahead, voters want a more engaged, united country—one that prioritizes 

the common good over short-term partisan wins.
America in 2076

S5Q14. Looking ahead, what do you want America to look like on its 300th anniversary, in the year 2076? How can we get there? What do 

everyday Americans need to do differently in their civic lives? What kinds of actions should Americans be taking — in their communities or 

nationally — to help build the kind of country you want to see?

“We need to start going to school board meetings, county 

commissioner meetings, budget meetings. We need to stop 

playing nice with politicians and fawning over them. If you see a 

bad politician on the street we need to boo them, make them feel 

stupid, not fawn at their position. Start small by saying hi to your 

neighbors, be curious about the lives of others.”

– Male, 18-44, Latino, South, College+, Undecided, Democrat

“We need to get more involved in the grassroots of our local 

governments. Too long we have relied on a political class to 

make decisions that affect our lives.”

– Female, 65+, White, South, College+, Trump voter, Republican

“We have to be unforgiving with our vote. If politicians don't do 

what they promised, vote them out. We have to stop being so loyal 

to political parties.”

– Male, 18-44, Latino, Northeast, College+, Trump voter, 

Independent

“I want America to be kinder, much less stressful, peaceful 

and content. Not always pushing for more but working to make 

what we have the best it can be.”

– Female, 65+, White, Midwest, <College, Harris voter, 

Republican

“I think Americans should just be looking out more for each other 

and learning to respect each other, care for each other. Not focus 

so much on what makes us different, but focus more on what 

makes us more similar. Focus on the struggles that we share 

and how we can improve that. Because if the government's not 

going to do it, then maybe all we have is each other.”

– Female, 18-44, Latino, South, <College, Harris voter, Democrat

“I feel like to help the overall health of America, we need to be 

more involved with our own communities, learning to step up and 

actually care for one another. It's easy to disassociate when we 

sit behind a cell phone or a TV screen all day and not know 

your neighbors anymore.”

– Male, 18-44, White, Midwest, College+, Undecided, Independent

UNITY AND REBUILDING

There was universal agreement that we need to focus on 

coming together as a country by reaching out to people 

in your community, even if you disagree with them

“There needs to be more cooperation between people in 

Congress. Demand that there are term limits in Congress. The 

Founding Fathers didn't want people to make a career out of 

politics.”

– Female, 18-44, White, Midwest, College+, Harris voter, 

Independent

“I want America to be a unified force, no longer so deeply 

divided by a two-party system.”

– Female, 18-44, White, West, <College, Trump voter, Republican

“We also need to somehow figure out a way to stop news 

outlets from being propaganda machines for their political 

party and actually be neutral and deliver news in good faith.”

– Male, 18-44, Latino, Northeast, College+, Trump voter, 

Independent

“We need the media to be accountable and not political. There 

is very little real news out there.”

– Female, 45-64, White, West, College+, Undecided, Independent

STRUCTURAL REFORM

They called for reform to make the government more 

functional and to make the media more 

accurate/informative 

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

Many said people should be getting more involved in 

local government and getting out the vote
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